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RECEIVED 

Patent CB ^FAXC&tm 

DEC 1 8 2004 



UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 
PATENT OPERATIONS 



Applicant: RUTLEDGE, Jerry Donald 

Application No.: 10/771555 

Filing Date: 04 February 2004 

Title: ANIMAL FOOD AND TREAT 

DISPENSER 

RESPONSE 

Via Fax: +1.703.872.9306 

18 December 2004 

Commissioner for Patents 
PO Box 1450 

Alexandria VA 22313-1450 

Sir: 

The following is submitted in response to the Office Action dated 6 October 
2004 from examiner Andrea M. Valenti of Art Unit 3643. 
Status begins on page 2. 
Restriction begins on page 3. 
Claims Amendments begin on page 4. 
Remarks begin on page 9. 



Art Unit: 3643 
Examiner: Valenti, A.M. 
Confirmation No.: 3725 



I certify that I have transmitted this document to the USPTO via facsimile to the central fax receiving 
number of +1.703.872.9306, this 18th day of December, 2004. 




PACE 5122* RCVD AT 12/18/2004 10:58:53 AM [Eastern Standard Time] • SVR:USPTO-ePXRP-1/0 • DN1S:8729306 ■ CSID: 770.522.9763 ■ DURATION (mm-ss): 12-58 



. Sent .By : . TECHNOPROP ; 



770.522.9763] 



Dec-18-04 11 :18AM; 



Page 6 



STATUS 

The above-captioned patent application is pending. 
Claims 1 and are pending in the patent application. 
Claims 1 and 2 are subject to a restriction requirement. 

PETITION FOR AN EXTENSION OF TIME 

The Office Action provided for a shortened statutory period for reply of one (1) 
month, which was until 1 9 August 2004. Enclosed herewith is a separate Petition for 
a four (4) month Extension of Time to Reply, which extends the deadline for reply 
until 20 December 2004 (19 December 2004 is on a Sunday, which carries over to 
Monday, 20 December 2004). Applicant initially was handling this patent application 
pro se and has submitted four (4) money orders of $55.00 each (copies of which are 
attached as Exhibit A) in the mistaken assumptions that the extension of time fee 
was due each month and that the extension of time fee was $55.00 for each month. 
Therefore, enclosed herewith is the additional fee of $575.00 (the $795.00 fee for a 
small entity for 4 months minus the $220.00 that Applicant already has submitted). 

NOTIFICATION OF FILING OF CONTINUATION-IN-PART APPLICATION 

Applicant is filing a continuation-in-part patent application based on this patent 
application contemporaneously herewith. 

NO EXCESS CLAIMS FEE 

After entering the below amendment, this patent application will have 20 total 
claims (Claims 2-21) and 3 independent claims (Claim 2, 10, and 17), and no 
excess claims fee is due. 
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RESTRICTION 

Applicant restricts this patent application to the invention of Group II, namely 
Claim 2, drawn to a preloaded magazine. 

This restriction is made without traverse. 
Claim 1 is cancelled below. 
Claim 2 is amended below. 

Applicant reserves the right to file a divisional patent application on Claim 1. 
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